
“Should I Worry About the End Times?” Study Guide 
Lesson 11: What Is the Mark of the Beast? 
 
Outline 

1. The Audience: REVELATION 1:4-5a, The Seven Churches of Asia 
2. THE DRAGON & THE TWO BEASTS 

a. REVELATION 12:7-9, The Dragon is Satan. 
b. REVELATION 13:1-2, The Sea Beast 

i. From Daniel 7 
ii. REVELATION 13:4 

iii. REVELATION 13:7-8 
c. REVELATION 13:11-12, The Earth/Land Beast 
d. Summary: The Dragon (Satan) is persecuting the church through the Sea Beast (Roman 

Persecution) and the Earth Beast (Jewish Persecution). 
3. THE MARK OF THE BEAST 

a. REVELATION 13:12 
i. Emperor Worship / Imperial Cult 

ii. One way to get out of persecution was to worship the Roman Emperor 
b. THE MARK VERSES 

i. REVELATION 13:16-17 
ii. REVELATION 14:9-10 

iii. REVELATION 16:2 
iv. REVELATION 19:19-20 
v. REVELATION 20:4 

c. The mark of the beast is always identified with worshipping “the beast.” 
d. The mark of the beast is always received voluntarily. 
e. The mark of the beast was swearing loyalty to the emperor and/or participating in the 

worship of the imperial cult of Rome. 
4. THE MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP 

a. And when he came near, the proconsul asked him whether he was Polycarp. On his 
confessing that he was, the proconsul sought to persuade him to deny Christ, saying, 
Have respect to your old age, and other similar things, according to their custom, such 
as, “Swear by the fortune of Caesar; repent, and say, Away with the Atheists.” 

b. Then, the proconsul urging him, and saying, “Swear, and I will set you at liberty, 
reproach Christ.” Polycarp declared, “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He 
never did me any injury: how then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?” 

c. And when the proconsul yet again pressed him, and said, “Swear by the fortune of 
Caesar,” he answered, “Since you are vainly urgent that, as you say, I should swear by 
the fortune of Caesar, and pretend not to know who and what I am, hear me declare 
with boldness, I am a Christian. And if you wish to learn what the doctrines of 
Christianity are, appoint me a day, and you shall hear them.” 

5. 666: THE FINAL CLUE 
a. REVELATION 13:18 
b. What We Know 
c. The beast is connected to a man. 



d. The man is associated with a number, 666. 
e. It could be decoded through “calculating.” 

6. Gematria: An alphanumeric code for assigning numbers to letters 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. I’ve heard people talk about tracking chips or barcodes being the “mark of the beast.” 
These people fear that they might accidentally or unknowing get the mark somehow. 
Does this fit with what we have learned? (Hint: See Point 3d.) 

2. Even if the “mark of the beast” in Revelation referred to swearing allegiance to Rome or 
worship in the imperial cult, are there ways that we could do something similar today? 
Can “love of country” or “patriotism” get confused with worship and faith in Christ? Do we let 
human rulers become rivals to Christ for our loyalty and obedience? 
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