
“Church & Gender” Study Guide 
Lesson 11: Neither Male Nor Female 
 
Outline 

1. GALATIANS 3:26-29 
a. The categories reflect divisive elements of Graeco-Roman society: 

i. slave/free 
ii. Jew/Gentile 

iii. male/female  
b. The terms “male and female” are not the usual terms for “man and woman” in 

the Greek New Testament. 
c. Rather, these are the terms used by the Greek translation of Genesis. 
d. By this Paul reminds us of God’s creative act in Genesis 1:27. 
e. Compare to Acts 2/Joel 2: 

i. male/female (sons and daughters) 
ii. slave/free (servants and maidservants)  

iii. Jew/Gentile (“all flesh”) 
f. COMPLEMENTARIAN: Galatians 3:28 states a salvation principle, that is, salvation 

is not determined by these kinds of distinctions. Rather, inheritance of the 
kingdom comes to all believers without distinction unlike inheritance laws in 
Israel or among the Gentiles. It is a question of inheritance, not ministry. It is an 
abuse of the specific function of this text to overgeneralize the analogy. 

g. EGALITARIAN: When one is clothed with Christ in baptism one takes on a new 
identity. This new identity and unity replaces the social barriers that have been 
used to separate and divide people. The church must exemplify this new 
identity/unity even if it was only recognized in society incrementally. One’s 
salvation and identity “in Christ” always has social implications for how one lives 
their life. 

2. 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13 
a. COMPLEMENTARIAN: Paul uses a very similar formula. However, in a book that is 

at times concerned with issues of gender (ch. 11 & 14), “male and female” are 
omitted from the equation. Perhaps Paul wants to prevent a misunderstanding 
regarding gender. 

b. EGALITARIAN: This is another statement of new identity in Christ. It means the 
same as it does in Galatians. The absence of gender in this text is incidental. 

3. Interpretative Analogies 
a. Historical Trajectory: Old Testament -> New Testament -> New Creation 
b. Slavery: allowed -> reformed -> abolished 
c. Patriarchy: allowed -> reformed -> abolished 
d. COMPLEMENTARIAN: 

i. NT never commands anyone to own slaves. 
ii. Slavery called “suffering unjustly” (1 Pet. 2:18-19). 



iii.  NT does state gender norms as commands. 
iv. Appeal to creation, not fallen world. 
v. Thus, slavery is part of the fallen world, whereas gender roles are part of 

God’s creation. 
e. EGALITARIAN: 

i. Complementarian view sounds like Jim Crow laws which advocated 
“separate but equal” rules. 

ii. As long as men and women are treated differently, they will be valued 
unequally. 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. How does the context of Galatians 3:26-29 shape the meaning of the 
phrase, “neither male nor female”? What about the absence of the phrase 
in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13? 

2. What do you think about the “historical trajectory argument”? Could this 
same argument be applied to other topics, such as same-sex marriage? 
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