
“Church & Gender” Study Guide 
Lesson 4: Creation 
 
Outline 

1. GENESIS 1:27 
a. Humanity is both male and female. 
b. EGALITARIAN: There is no hint of distinction except the difference between male 

and female. Everything is shared in this account: identity and task. There are no 
differentiations of role. 

c. COMPLEMENTARIAN: Diversity is present in creation.  Humanity is male and 
female, and though theirs is a shared task and identity, there is a diverse role 
within that shared task and identity.  The most obvious diversity is the different 
roles males and females play in procreation. 

2. GENESIS 2:18-23 
a. Man is not designed for solitude, but for community. 
b. EGALITARIAN: Egalitarians stress that the text focuses on mutuality rather than 

hierarchy or role differentiation.  Humanity is complete as male and female.  
Humanity finds “oneness” in relationship with each other as male and female—
in marriage, but also as human (male and female) community as singles. 

c. COMPLEMENTARIAN: Complementarians also stress mutuality, but, in addition, 
believe that the principle of primogeniture comes into play because man was 
created first. Just as elder brothers were “first among equals” and charged with 
primary responsibility and accountability for the family, so man is “head” of 
woman in a similar way. 

3. 1 CORINTHIANS 11:3-12 
a. COMPLEMENTARIAN: Headship is rooted in creation.  There is an honor 

relationship that is grounded in the fact that woman was created from and for 
man (also 1 Timothy 2:13). The meaning of “headship” does not imply 
superiority, but relates to function and role. Men are given leadership in family 
and church, that is, they are accountable, responsible and should take initiative. 

b. EGALITARIAN: Headship relates to origin rather than function.  Women honor 
men because they were created from men, just as Christ finds his origin in God 
and thus honors God.  They emphasize that v. 11-12 balances the “honor” 
relationship. Women should honor men because they were created first, but 
men should “honor” women because they came through women. 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. How do the Complementarian & Egalitarian views differ in terms of the “equality” of 
man and woman? Or do they differ at all? 

2. How do the two views differ in explaining the idea of “headship”? 
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