
We are putting a “pause” on the Gospel Project for the holiday season and resuming it after Christmas. 
For three weeks, the sermons will be used to help introduce myself and my view of ministry to the church. 
If you have any questions about the outline material below, feel free to email me at 
benjamin.j.williams@gmail.com

Sermon Outline

“My Theology of Worship”1

1. Three Tasks of Christian Worship
a. Entering God’s Presence
b. Confessing Christ to All
c. Encouraging Each Other

2. Entering God’s Presence, HEBREWS 10:19-22
a. Meeting God is a dangerous business.
b. Worship assemblies are our “tent of meeting.”
c. Christ has brought us nearer than ever before.

3. Confessing Christ to All, HEBREWS 10:23
a. The church’s worship is encountered by “outsiders” (1 Cor. 9:16, 22-24).
b. Worship is not outreach, but all present must know in whom we believe.

4. Encouraging Each Other, HEBREWS 10:24-25
a. We encourage through participation.
b. Worship is the launching pad for good works.

5. Three Tests, 1 CORINTHIANS 10:31-33
a. Does it glorify God?
b. Does it please ourselves or help others?
c. Does it point the unbeliever to God?
d. Who Is Left Out? ME

1 An excellent resource for this topic is the following book: John Mark Hicks, Johnny Melton, and Bobby Valentine, 
A Gathered People: Revisioning the Assembly as Transforming Encounter (Abilene, TX: Leafwood, 2007).



Bible Class Outline

Note: Allow room for good discussion wherever it arises and do not feel compelled to cover all of the 
thoughts below. Think of these as discussion starters rather than lesson plans.

Key Thought: How do we balance the three aims of worship assemblies?2

1. The “Members Only” Problem
a. Premise: It’s Tough Being a Visitor

i. “Most visitors don’t want to offend, nor do they want to be moved outside 
of their comfort zone. We know our churches to be safe, welcoming places; 
visitors aren’t sure of that yet.”

ii.Examples of questions guests have but don’t ask: Do I sing or listen during 
the song service? Is there an expected response to readings or prayers 
(Amen, etc.)? Are there times when I should stand or kneel? Does this 
church allow or expect me to take communion? Am I supposed to give?

b. The Curse of Knowledge: “Knowing something inhibits your ability to talk to those 
who don’t share your knowledge.” Likewise, growing up in a church makes it 
difficult to anticipate the awkwardness felt by a guest.

2. Types of Sunday Service
a. Modern churches typically choose between one of two models:

i. Seeker Service: The service is primarily an evangelistic tool for reaching 
those without Christ.

ii.Worship Service: The service is primarily about church members 
worshipping God.

b. What is the Biblical model for our assemblies?
3. A “Both/And” Approach

a. James 2:1-5
i. Christian assemblies expect guests, but do not necessarily cater to guests.
ii.How Christians act toward guests in their assembly matters to God.

b. 1 Corinthians 14 – Three Aims of Worship Assemblies
i. Build up “the church,” v. 5-12.
ii.Be aware of the “outsider,” v. 16, 22-25.
iii. Worship God, v. 25.

c. Conclusion: Our assemblies must be accessible to outsiders, thought not directed 
toward outsiders.

4. Suggestions from Church Inside Out by Tim Archer
a. Beware the Spotlight

i. Number one complaint among church guests is when the spotlight is put on 
them. Number two complaint is probably being ignored. It is hard to find a 
balance.

2 A great text on this is the following book: Timothy Archer, Church Inside Out (Nashville: 21st Century Christian, 
2016). All text in quotes above comes from this book.



ii.Respect personal space and look for clues for how much interaction they 
are comfortable with.

iii. Greeters are good, but insufficient. Members must be hospitable.
iv. Look for “you lost me” expressions or confusion.
v. Make bulletins and announcements concise.

b. Terminology
i. Beware of words: deacons, elders, baptism, etc. Some religious terminology 

is unavoidable, but we must be aware that some will not understand it.
ii.Beware of phrases: “lay by in store as God has prospered you” is an 

incomprehensible phrase to a lot of folks.
iii. Beware of unintentional insults: “as we all know” is insulting to a person 

who doesn’t know what you are talking about.
iv. Beware of audience: Not everyone in this room grew up in a church, let 

alone a Church of Christ. Not everyone in this room is a member of this or 
any other church.

c. Balance
i. It would be impossible to explain every act and every word on every 

Sunday.
ii. It would be impossible to get rid of every act and word which might be 

difficult to outsiders.
iii. How do we balance our goals of glorifying God and edifying members 

with allowing access to outsiders?


