
Study Guide for the Central Church of Christ 

April 7, 2019

To Adult Teachers:

April 7, we will study Numbers 9:15-23; 10:29-32, 35-36. Discussion questions are:

1. When you’re going someplace unfamiliar, do you use a map, a GPS, or both? If you use a 
GPS, what do you miss most about maps?

2. Read Numbers 9:15-23. What kinds of challenges or frustrations do you think the 
Israelites might have experienced in living under this kind of guidance?

3. In following God, which do you experience most often: feeling rushed by God because 
he wants you to move more quickly than you are comfortable with, or being impatient 
with God because he’s not moving fast enough for you?

4. What kinds of things might prevent a person from being ready when God prompts them 
to action?

5. What means of looking for guidance from the Bible are not effective (or even 
legitimate)? What are some good ways to seek guidance from the Scriptures? 

6. What role does prayer play in helping us receive guidance from God? 

7. Read Numbers 10:5-6, 8. When the Israelites moved, did they do so because they saw the 
cloud above the tabernacle move or because they heard the priests blow the trumpets? 
Who among us might sound a trumpet signaling that it’s time for us to move forward?

8. Numbers 10:29-32 presents another point of confusion. Did the Israelites move when 
they observed the cloud’s movement, or did they move at the direction of a skilled desert 
scout, Hobab? Does using a human advisor necessarily mean that we are not depending 
on God for guidance?

9. Read Numbers 10:35-36, which are expressions of worship from Moses that 
accompanied the movement of the Israelites as they followed God’s guidance. How do 
these phrases help us know how to worship God as we seek his guidance?

Sermon: Following God

Numbers 9:15-23 and 10:29-32, 35-36

Examples of people needing guidance.

a. Sherry has been divorced for five years. Then she meets a man who stirs something 
inside her. She realizes how lonely she’s been and is drawn toward someone who seems 
to appreciate her for who she is. But she realizes that she made a poor choice in who to 
marry the first time and doubts her ability to make a good choice this time. She cries out 
to God for guidance.

b. Jeremy has just graduated from college. He has two offers. A major corporation, where 
he would start low on the totem pole, but be on a management track that could some day 
lead to an upper management position—or to a dead-end job somewhere in middle 
management. The other is with a small non-profit that works with at-risk youth. He has a 



heart for helping others and longs to make a difference, but the salary is quite modest and 
even if he eventually became the CEO, he’d make less than a mid-level manager at the 
first company. He cries out to God for guidance.

c. Allie is Mom to two pre-teens. Lately, it seems that every decision she is called on to 
make seems to have life-altering implications. What activities should they be involved 
in? When are they involved in too many activities? Public school or Christian school or 
home school? Which friends should they be allowed to hang with? Which ones will lead 
them astray? What kind of moral training should she be giving them at home? She cries 
out to God for guidance.

One of the greatest needs people have is the need for guidance from God. My guess is that much 
of what you do religiously—from private prayers to attendance at Bible classes and worship 
services—is motivated by a simple need for guidance. This world is scary. We’ve never been 
this way before. We need to feel that God is with us on the journey and is showing us the way.

Congregations are no different than individuals. Looking for a new pulpit minister. What kind of 
man are we looking for? And how will we know when we’ve found him? We cry out to God for 
guidance.

1. For Israel in the wilderness, getting guidance from God seems to us to have been a simple 
process. Read Numbers 9:15-23. You can’t miss the idea here. Whenever they camped, had 
no idea how long they would be there. Must have been times when they felt rushed; other 
times impatient. Bottom line: they were focused on moving at God’s prompting and in his 
timing. There’s a mental shift we must make if we are going to follow God. It’s simply the 
recognition that he’s calling the shots, not us. Most of the time, we have the wrong starting 
point. We make our plans, make our decisions, then ask God to bless them. Instead, we need 
to start by seeking God’s counsel and direction and guidance. James 4:13-15. 
a. Always be ready. Keep your bags packed. Travel light. Niki and I have learned that in 

our interim work. Most of us have too much stuff. It keeps us from moving when the 
Lord prompts us. 
(1) We have too much on our schedule. If God were to present us with a golden 

opportunity, we’d have to schedule him in a month from now. And whatever’s on our 
calendar, we need to be ready to drop it on a moment’s notice to follow a call from 
God.

(2) We carry too much debt. Just as our time is overcommitted, so is our money. 
(3) We have too many things. Periodically, take inventory of all your stuff. Give away 

what you can, throw away most of the rest, and tell God he can have any of the rest of 
it any time he wants. I guarantee, you’ll be happier! 

b. Be patient. There will be times when you are anxious to move forward to the next stage 
in your life and God’s message to you will be to wait. It’s when we get impatient for 
God’s leading that we get ourselves into trouble. Abraham and the promise of a Son: plan 
B. Moses on the mountain for 40 days and the Israelites decide to make a golden calf to 
worship.

2. Constantly ask, “Where is God?” When we face difficult decisions, we tend to get covered 
up in details and confused by competing priorities. We need to stop long enough to ask, 
“Where is God in all of this?” Your anxiety level might be a good indicator of when you 
need to do this. Take time; take a retreat. 



3. Now, how do you answer this question? Where is God?
a. Know the Word. In it, we find clear teachings. More often than not, God has given us a 

clear indication of where he is. He’s given us his Word. In story after story, he’s made his 
ways known. That’s why it’s so important for us to know the Word. When you’re facing 
huge crisis, it’s not the time to be flopping your Bible open and reading it like tea leaves. 
The time you spend in the word, in Bible class is all to familiarize yourself with God’s 
ways. Where is God? Where am I in his story? To answer, you have to know the story. 
Often, we’re confused about where God is, but the source of confusion is our ignorance 
of his revealed will.

b. Beyond the Word, we struggle, b/c of our CofC background. Just don’t believe that God 
will provide any guidance outside the revealed word. But Bible begs to differ. We need to 
incorporate prayer. Where is God? Why don’t you ask him? Jesus said, Matthew 7:7–8 
(NIV) “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you.” “Lord, I have trouble seeing where you are in this situation? Please 
show me what you’re doing, what your purpose is, and what your purposes are.”

c. Listen for the trumpets. Numbers 10 tells us that Aaron the high priest and his sons were 
responsible for blowing the trumpets when it was time to move. The priests would see 
that the cloud had moved and would sound the trumpets. The people would hear the blast 
and immediately pack up and set out. Today, under the NT, we are all priests, which 
means that any of us, from the greatest to the least, can sound the trumpet call. Whenever 
you think you see God moving in a clear way, sound the call to others. Listen to the 
voices of your fellow-believers as they bear witness to what God is doing. How the bus 
ministry began at Central.

4. What do you do when the way is still not clear? It sounds like it was all so simple for the 
Israelites. Just look at the cloud and go where it is. Evidently, there was a bit more to it than 
that. Read Numbers 10:29-32. Now what do we do with this? Were they guided by the 
movement of the cloud or by a knowledgeable scout who knew the desert like the back of his 
hand? The answer is, “Yes!” (Both) The conclusion I would draw is that the cloud provided 
general direction, but not specific turn-by-turn directions. To actually navigate to where the 
cloud was leading, they needed the knowledge of Hobab. There will be times in our life when 
we have a general idea of the direction we should travel, but we receive little specific 
guidance for decisions that we are facing right now. We need to seek out wise counsel. Listen 
with a discerning ear to the voices God places around us. 

5. When we are unsure of the way ahead, worship! Read Numbers 10: 35-36. Two expressions 
of worship from Moses. One for when they were on the move and one for when they were at 
rest. Come to think of it, those are the only two choices. At times, we will be in transition. 
Those are scary times. Time to worship God and call on Him to go before us and scatter 
whatever enemies might be out there. Other times we are at rest; when we feel we’ve reached 
a goal that the Lord has set before us. At times like that, worship. Prayer that God will be 
near.


